
LIVING FOR GOD

SESSION 1 JAN
BEING LOVED BY GOD – JOHN 15:9  

I. Our Desire to Be Loved 
A. Every person on the earth has three basic emotional needs: to be 

seen, to be heard, and to be loved. Every one of us desires to be 
loved. We were created with this longing in our hearts and God placed 
it in us. When we don’t feel loved, there is a hole in our hearts that we 
try to fill. 

B. Our Creator, the Father, is love. He is the definition of love, and He 
fully possesses love. Everything He does is motivated by His love. He 
created us with a longing in our heart to be loved and He is the only 
one who can fill that longing perfectly. 

C. Each of us are seeking out love from someone or something right 
now. But many of us feel like there is a hole in our heart – something 
missing. In our search for being loved, we try to please others and 
earn their love. We please the one we want to feel love from, and they 
love us imperfectly and we are let down.

II. Jesus’ Perfect Love for You
“As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Rest in My love.” 
John 15:9

A. God the Father loved Jesus Christ His Son perfectly. Even in Jesus’ 
coming to the earth and dying on the cross for our sins, His Father 
loved Him. Jesus desired to do this for you because He loves you and 
God the Father responded to Jesus’ desire by allowing Him to come 
and take our place on the cross and pay the punishment for sin. 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did 
not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through Him.” John 3:16-17

B. Jesus loves you perfectly. This means He knows how to love you best 
in every situation you face. Every hard season in life and every great 
season. He can love you perfectly because He knows you best. He 
knows you best because He created you. He created the way you 
look, the way you think and the way you speak. Everything that makes 
you who you are, He created you and He sees you as perfect. 

For You formed my inward parts; You knitted me together in my 
mother’s womb…16Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in Your 
book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for 
me…17How precious are Your thoughts towards me. How vast is the 
sum of them! 18If I would count them, they are more than the sand…  
Psalm 139:13,16-18

C. Jesus doesn’t love you based on what you can do for Him. We don’t 
have to act a certain way for Him to love us. We don’t have to say the 
right thing. His love for us is free. He loved us first. 

…because He first loved us. 1 John 4:19  

D. God’s love for you never runs out. It never ends. It’s always available 
to you because He overflows with love. 

See what kind of love the Father has lavished upon us, that we should 
be called children of God… 1 John 3:1

III. God Is Pleased with You
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately He went up from the 
water, and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on Him; 17and 
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is My Beloved Son, with whom 
I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:16-17

A. Jesus loves you the same way the Father loved Him. God the Father 
told Jesus His Son that He was pleased with Him. God is pleased 
with you. You don’t have to earn this. He is pleased with you because 
you’ve received His Son Jesus into your hearts as Lord and Savior. 

B. God is pleased with you when you are sad. He is pleased with you are 
mad. He is pleased with you when you are glad. He’s pleased with you 
because of who you are to Him, not how you act or live, or what you 
experience. This is incredible news! We all seek the approval of our 
parents and our friends. We don’t have to seek Gods approval. He is 
pleased with you!

IV.  God Rejoices Over You
“The Lord your God is in your midst, a Mighty One who will save; He 
will rejoice over you with gladness; He will quiet you by His love; He 
will rejoice over you with loud singing.” Zephaniah 3:17

A. Wherever you are, God is in your midst. As a born-again Believer, He 
is eternally dwelling with you. He’s not only with you through every 
moment of your life, but He rejoices over you and sings over you. I like 
to imagine that Jesus creates and sings songs over me. 

B. Jesus is fascinated with you. You intrigue Him. When you wake up, 
He’s watching you. As you prepare for the day, He’s smiling down on 
you. When you speak, His mind is filled with millions of thoughts for 
you; all of them loving. 

C. Jesus loves us in the same way the Father loves Him. The Father 
speaks of Jesus in Isaiah 42:1 and in this same way, Jesus delights 
over you.

“Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold, My chosen, in whom My soul 
delights!” Isaiah 42:1

V. Receiving God’s Love
A. The easiest and hardest part of experiencing Gods love for us is believing 

it and receiving it. Satan will do all he can to keep us from believing and 
receiving Gods love for us. But God is greater than satan and He will not 
allow the devil to keep us from experiencing His love for us. 

B. If you have trouble believing Jesus’ love for you, ask Him to help 
you. Pray, “Jesus, I want to believe that You love me, but I need help 
believing. Please help me.”

C. Receiving His love is resting in His love for us. It’s waking up every day 
believing and resting in the reality that God loves you, no matter what. 
A prayer we can pray is, “Good morning, Jesus, You love me. I receive 
Your love for me today.” 

D. Another way to receive God’s love is to have a conversation with Him 
and journal it. Pray, “Jesus, what do you love about me?” And then write 
down what comes on your heart. This is the Holy Spirit speaking to you. 
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