
I. The Motivation Behind Loving Others 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever 
loves has been born of God and knows God…12If we love one another, 
God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 1 John 4:7,12

A. Love is the strongest emotion we can experience and it’s the 
strongest emotion we can display towards others. Every person alive 
on earth wants to be loved. 

B. This desire to be loved was placed in your heart when God created 
you. He created you to be loved by Him – to experience His love, to 
abide in His love and to walk in His love. 

“As the Father has loved Me, so do I love you. Abide in My love.”
 John 15:9

C. We experience God’s love for us when we know and remember that 
He gave everything to save us and call us His sons and daughters. It’s 
when you believe that God loves you no matter your past or present, 
He loves you because it’s who He is. You don’t have to earn His love. 
He freely gives it to you. 

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:10

D. Motivation is important when we do something. If we aren’t motivated 
to do something, we won’t do it. There are three main motivations for 
loving others. 

1. We love others, even our enemies, because Jesus loved others 
and loved His enemies. Loving those in our life, the people we like 
and don’t like, allows our hearts to be free from bitterness, hate, 
jealousy, selfishness, racism, etc. (see Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:32; 
Romans 13:10; 1 Corinthians 16:14)

2. We love others because Jesus loved us. So many are hurting in 
the world. Many are hurting emotionally, and many are suffering 
physically. You can make someone’s life better by showing them 
unconditional love through the way you speak to them and the 
way you act. 

3. We love others because God commanded us to. This 
commandment isn’t a burden. A life dedicated to loving others is a 
very fulfilling life. 

“And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
Matthew 22:39

II. The Joy of Loving Others
A. We love to feel joy and happiness. It’s natural for us to have joy when 

we receive something from someone. But there is even greater joy 
when we give to someone in a way that changes their day or their life. 
God created us to experience joy when we love others. 

B. The way we speak and act towards others can drastically change 
the way they feel or what they are experiencing. God created us to 
live this way: To impact everyone we encounter rather at school, in 
our friend group, on our sports team, or at our work in a positive and 
loving way.

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple…2and a man lame 
from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the 
temple…to ask for offerings of those entering the temple…3Seeing 
Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive an 
offering. 4And Peter directed his gaze at him as did John and said, 
“Look at us.” 5And he fixed his attention on them…6Peter said “I have 
no silver or gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise and walk!”…7And leaping up, he stood 
and began to walk… 8and entered the temple with them, walking and 
leaping and praising God. Acts 3:1-8

C. Loving others allows us to experience God’s love for us in a greater 
way. Actively loving others positions us to receive God’s love for us. 

…If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in 
us. 1 John 4:12

D. God will reward us when we love others. We can experience His 
rewards in this life through Him giving us things we want or need. We 
receive eternal rewards in Heaven. These are rewards we will want to 
have.

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven…” Matthew 6:19-20

III. Practical Ways To Love Others The Way Jesus Loves 
A. Jesus is a great leader. He calls us to love others, but He also tells 

us how to love others practically. He does this through the Bible and 
through the Holy Spirit. One main way we can grow in loving others 
is living the way Jesus calls us to live. The Sermon On The Mount is 
Jesus’ primary teaching on how to live. (see Matthew 5-7)

B. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gives us a golden rule: Treat 
others the way you want to be treated. We all want to be treated with 
love. 

“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them…” 
Matthew 7:12

C. When you wake up each day, pray this prayer, “Holy Spirit, I want to 
love others today in the way I like to be loved. Can You open my eyes 
to see ways I can love those in my life today.” Throughout your day, 
you will begin to have little ideas of small ways you can love your 
friends, family and classmates. When a thought or idea comes, act it 
out. 

D. There are three practical and easy ways we can love others daily. These 
are practices we can begin today and live out every day of our lives. 
When we do, we will begin to see others experience the love of Jesus in 
their own life through us. 

1. We love others by speaking the truth in love. There is nothing 
more loving then speaking the truth to people. We speak the truth 
of what Gods word says is good and right. Many in culture say that 
sin is good and right. This causes people to be addicted to sin and 
live in shame and depression. We speak to the truth to our friends 
because we want to see them experience freedom from sin.
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…To equip the saints for the work of ministry, 13for building up the 
body of Christ…14so that we may no longer be children, tossed 
to and fro by the waves and carried by every wind of doctrine, 
by human deceitfulness…15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we 
are to grow up in every way into Him who is the head, into Christ. 
Ephesians 4:12-15

2. We love others through the way we speak. Our speech has the 
power to tear people down through gossip and hate. Or is has 
the power to encourage others and make others feel loved and 
accepted. 

Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and 
health to the body. Proverbs 16:24

3. We love others through the way we act towards them. In every 
relationship, we can make someone feel accepted, loved, and 
cared for by the way we treat them. Practically, this can look like 
going out of the way to help someone in your life in small and big 
ways. 

E. Each morning when we wake up, we want to ask God to experience 
His love for us and then to take that love and love others. 




