
I. The Importance of the Bible 
A. The Bible is God’s Words written down for us. It begins by telling us 

how God created the universe, the earth and humans. It continues 
by telling the story of God’s interactions with humanity and it ends 
with God explaining His eternal purpose for us – to be with Him 
forever.

B. The main purpose for the Bible is that we can learn about God 
– who He is and what He’s like. There are different ways we can 
interact with the Bible. We can read it, study it, pray through it, 
receive guidance from it and grow closer to God through it. 

C. The Bible is always meant to lead us closer to Jesus in our 
relationship with Him. When we read the Bible, we are learning 
about what Jesus is like and what God the Father is like.
“You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you 
have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about Me, 40yet 
you refuse to come to Me that you may have life.” John 5:39-40
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
Colossians 1:15

D. There are two main reasons the Bible needs to be important to us 
as Christians. First, it allows us to get to know God. Second, it tells 
us how we should live to experience true life. 

II. Navigating the Bible 
The word navigate means to explore or search out. The Bible is a big 
book with many pieces and sections that can make it very confusing 
and intimidating to open and read or study. My goal today is to walk 
with you through the different sections of the Bible so you can know 
exactly what you’re looking at.
A. Table Of Contents – The table of contents is at the beginning of 

every Bible, and it tells us the different books of the Bible and their 
order and what page you can find the beginning of each book 
on. The first section is the Old Testament books, and the second 
section is the New Testament books. You can also find the books 
of the Bible in alphabetical order along with their page numbers. 

B. Text – The text is the written Word of God. It’s in the text that we 
find the story of God and the story of mankind. 

C. Verse Numbers – In the text, we can see numbers before various 
sentences. These are called verse numbers which can help us 
break down each chapter of the Bible. They can also help us 
remember where a specific statement is in a book or in the Bible 
as a whole. 

D. Cross-Reference Section – Many Bibles contain a cross-reference 
section on the sides or bottom of each page. The cross-reference 
system helps us to connect Scripture with other parts of the Bible. 
The cross references begin with a verse number they are referring 
too, and then other Bible verses follow behind it. One verse may 
have multiple cross references. These cross references can help 
explain the verse we are reading in the text. 

E. Concordance – The concordance can be found in the back of most 
Bibles. It is like a glossary for the Bible. If there is a subject you 
want to learn about, or a specific verse you are trying to find, you 
can identify that subject or a specific word in that verse and look in 
the concordance which will tell you what book and passage it is in. 

III. 6 Main Sections of the Bible 
A. There are main sections that the Bible is broken down into. The 

law, the historical books, the poetic and wisdom books, the 
prophetic books, the Gospels and Acts and the Epistles. 
1. The Law – The law contains Genesis – Deuteronomy. These 

5 books contain the story of creation, the flood, the exodus of 
the Israelites from Egypt and the giving of the laws of God to 
Moses. The Ten commandments are found in this portion of 
Scripture. 

2. The Historical Books – The historical books contain Joshua – 
Esther. These books explain the story of Israel as it becomes its 
own nation in its own land. These books describe Israel’s and 
humanity’s need for a Savior. It shows the cycle of obedience, 
blessing, sin and consequences. 

3. The Poetic & Wisdom Books – The poetic and wisdom 
books contain Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the 
Song of Solomon. Psalms and the Song of Solomon are the 
poetic books, and they contain Scripture that can be used for 
guidance, comfort, strength and prayer. Job, Proverbs, and 
Ecclesiastes are the books of wisdom and the give us guidance 
on how to live a God-glorifying life. 

4. The Prophetic Books – The prophetic books contain Isaiah – 
Malachi. These books contain the prophecies and teachings 
of the Prophets of God. The Prophets were God’s chosen 
messengers to Israel. Many prophecies have been fulfilled, 
while others are awaiting fulfillment.

5. The Gospels & Acts – The Gospels and the book of Acts 
contain the life and teachings of Jesus Christ along with the 
history of the beginning of the Church. When we read the 
Gospels, we can learn about Jesus and the way He desires 
us to live. There are four Gospels, and they begin the New 
Testament.

6. The Epistles – The Epistles are letters that were written by the 
Apostles and disciples of Jesus to specific Churches or people. 
They contain wisdom and teaching on what it means to be a 
Christian. There are 21 Epistles in the New Testament.
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IV. How to Read the Bible
A. The Bible is a book that is meant to be read. There are three main 

ways we can read the Bible that will help us grow as Christians. 
1. Reading For Knowledge – We can read the Bible to learn 

about creation, Israel, God, specific people and to understand 
history, present events and future events. The two main 
themes in the Bible are God and His people. When we read  
the Bible, we grow in understanding of God and the story of  
His people.

2. Reading To Grow in Our Relationship with God – One main 
way for us to grow in our relationship with God is by reading 
His Word. His Word tells us who He is and what He is like  
and how He interacts with us. If you commit to read the Bible 
every day, you will begin to see transformation happening in 
your soul. 

3. Reading For Wisdom on How to Live – The Bible is full of 
Godly wisdom on how we are to live. When we begin living in 
the way that God’s Word calls us to, we will begin to experience 
true and full life. 

B. The Bible is meant to be a conversation starter. God wants us 
to pray-read His Word. As we read, we can openly talk to Him 
about what we just read, and He will help us understand it. As we 
interact with Him, we will grow closer to Him and more in love with 
Him. 

C. Reading the Bible can be easy. It’s as simple as setting aside  
15 minutes each day to read one passage and talk to God as you 
do. The Gospel of Matthew is a great place to start if you are new 
to reading the Bible. 




