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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Just as instances of miraculous deliverance, provision, protection, and healing are meant 
to be a part of the Christian life, so also are various kinds and degrees of suffering. The 
Father empowered Jesus with the miraculous to put Himself and His Son on display—
fascinatingly, the greatest and most profound expression of His power was seen at 
Calvary. The glory of Jesus was amplified to its highest level when God’s power was the 
most restrained. The preeminence of God is seen in the face of Christ as Cosmic King 
and as Suffering Servant. 

B. The NT speaks of the journey of a believer as not only being one designed to meet with, 
experience, and encounter the living God, but also one that is familiar with hardship and 
affliction. Nonetheless, it is important that we not believe that God’s goodness is 
antithetical to pain and suffering (cf. Matt. 7:13–14; John 16:33; 2 Tim 3:10–17; 1 Pet. 
4:19; Psa. 119:75). 

Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with God’s will entrust themselves to a 
faithful Creator, while continuing to do good. 1 Pet. 4:19  

 I know, O LORD…that in faithfulness You have afflicted me. Psa. 119:75 (NKJV) 

II. GOD’S DESIGN 

A. The idea that obedience and faithfulness to Jesus in this age will guarantee a constant 
increase of comfort in domestic affairs, peace in relationships, and popularity or 
favorable recognition in ministry, is foreign to the Bible. The question is not if we will 
suffer and endure hardship but rather when and how (e.g., emotional, physical, spiritual, 
relational, etc.). This is a delusion we must shatter.  

Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better 
resurrection…. 39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, 40since God had provided something better so that they 
would not, apart from us, be made perfect. Heb. 11:35b, 39–40 

B. All hardship we face comes with the promise that the tender compassion of Jesus is with 
us in it, the assurance of the ultimate eradication of it, and the confidence that God has a 
design for it—a design for His glory and for our good (Luke 6:22–24; 1 Pet. 1:13). 

III. PAUL & THE AFFLICTED HEIRS OF CHRIST 
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A. Paul’s purpose over the first eight chapters of his Roman epistle is provided in 1:16–17, 
where he makes an OT allusion to Hab. 2:4: “the righteous shall live by faith.” From 
there through the end of Romans 8, Paul provides eight lengthy arguments to confirm this 
truth. It is in his final two (8:1–17 and 8:18–39) where he emphasizes that (1) the 
fulfillment of the law comes through Christ alone, and (2) the Christian’s role is to 
proactively wait with perseverance—in an interim where suffering, hardship, and pain 
reside—for the hope of coming glory.  

B. With this in mind, we will focus our discussion around two primary texts: Rom. 8:15–17 
and 8:35–39.  

For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a 
spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also 
be glorified with him. Rom. 8:15–17 

C. In 8:17 the phrase “heirs of God” (cf. 4:13) is significant because it enriches our 
understanding of a believer’s identity (i.e., we are inheritors of the world). Furthermore, it 
is these “heirs” who also are to be “glorified” with their Redeemer. However, this glory is 
coupled with the crucible. By doing this, Paul is saying that suffering is the path to one’s 
future as a glorified heir and to be “glorified with Him” is “just another way of describing 
the future inheritance of believers.” 1  

D. The subject of suffering central to Romans 8 (8:7, 17, 18, 22, 23, 26, 8:31–39), which 
indicates a motif of Paul’s that flows like an undercurrent throughout the chapter. In fact, 
there are scholars who believe that suffering is the central theme to all of Romans 8. 2  

E. Romans 8:17 articulates that suffering is an integral part of those who are in Christ. There 
are two “if’s” that Paul uses in this verse. The first establishes that truth that we are God’s 
children—i.e., “since it is the case that we are children of God…” 3 

F. It is the second “if” that introduces the clause on suffering. The “if we suffer,” combined 
with the “so that” we may receive glorification, denotes that “suffering with Christ is not 
an optional extra or a decline or lapse from the saving purpose of God. On the contrary, 
it is a necessary and indispensable part of that purpose.” 4 

 
1 Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, BECNT 6 [Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998], 428, emphasis mine. 
2 Cf. Silvia C. Keesmaat, Paul and His Story: (Re)Interpreting the Exodus Tradition, 89; and the sources he cites. 
3 James D. G. Dunn, Romans 1–8, WBC 38A (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988), 456. 
4 Dunn, Romans 1–8, 456, emphasis mine; cf. Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, BECNT 6 (Grand Rapids: Baker 

Books, 1998), 428. Furthermore, the understanding of suffering preceding redemption and glory can be seen in OT Prophetic 
literature (e.g., Isa. 40:1–5; 52:13–53:12 [e.g., 53:3, 11]; Dan. 7:21–22), Intertestamental texts (cf. Byrne, Romans, 256), and 
even Jewish texts that are post Paul (1 Enoch 102–105; Jub. 23:23–31; 4 Ezra 6:25–28; 2 Bar. 15:7, 8; 25). The 
Intertestamental and post Pauline texts shows us that the idea of suffering preceding glory existed in Judaism before and after 
Paul. Thus, this would not have been a foreign idea to his Jewish-Christian audience.  



GRACE CHURCH  
ROMANS 8 AND THE AFFLICTED VICTOR – 12/10/22 & 12/11/22 
 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are 
being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Rom. 8:35–39 

G. The connection between 8:17 (suffering with Christ) and 8:35–39 is seen not only in the 
list of trials (e.g., hardship, distress, persecution, etc.) but more significantly in the 
quotation of Psa. 44:22. 

H. The psalmist is probably writing in the midst of suffering (possibly the Babylonian exile) 
and they are asking whether God has abandoned them. As Richard B. Hays points out, 
Paul’s quotation of this Psalm “serves to intensify the depiction of suffering and to 
sharpen the question of God’s faithfulness.” 5 Thus, Paul is intensifying his focus upon 
the comparison between suffering and glorification/heirship (i.e., His faithfulness to His 
promises).  

I. Paul’s answer to the plea of Psalm 44 is paradoxical—the suffering and persecuted are 
not defeated but rather are “more than conquerors” (8:37). He says that “all things work 
together for good for those who love God” (8:28) and that it is by being “sheep to be 
slaughtered” (8:36) that we are “more than conquerors” (8:37).  

J. With a reversal of profound significance, Paul maintains that those who “are being killed 
all day long” are the very ones who are “more than conquerors through Him who loved 
us.” This explains why he makes the claim in 8:37 that those who suffer are the 
conquerors. It is by virtue of one’s union with Christ that one is considered a suffering 
conqueror and an afflicted victor; an example that has been set for us by Jesus himself 
(8:32). 

K. The outcome is that Paul intends the final statement of 8:39—that nothing in all of 
creation “will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord”— to 
be a final, encapsulating, and confident “catch-all,” that embraces “anything that one 
might think has been omitted from the previous list.” 6  

L. As a final note, it has been observed that out of all the items listed in 8:31–39 that cannot 
separate the believer from God’s love in Christ, the one unincluded is the believer 
themselves. The implication being a significant point: if Christ is for us, our only real 
threat will arise from within ourselves. 7  

 
5 Echoes of Scripture in the Letters of Paul (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1989), 58. 
6 Douglas J. Moo, Letter to the Romans, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2018), 546.  
7 Witherington, Paul’s Letter to the Romans: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004), 

234. 
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I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his 
sufferings… Phil. 3:10 

 


