
PARENTING

SESSION 2 NOV. 
Tips for Successful Parenting 

I. GOD HAS A PLAN FOR YOUR CHILD.
For You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. Psalms 139:13
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were 
born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
Jeremiah 1:5
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:10
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will 
not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6
A. Known plan

“These words I am commanding you today must be kept in mind, 
7and you must teach them to your children and speak of them as 
you sit in your house, as you walk along the road, as you lie down, 
and as you get up.” Deuteronomy 6:6-7

“You shall teach them to your sons, talking of them when you sit 
in your house and when you walk along the road and when you lie 
down and when you rise up.” Deuteronomy 11:19

And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring 
them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4   

B. Unknown plan

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts 
form one body, so it is with Christ. 13For we were all baptized by 
one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 
slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14Even 
so the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15Now if the 
foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 
16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part 
of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the 
sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would 
the sense of smell be? 18But in fact God has placed the parts in 
the body, every one of them, just as He wanted them to be. 19If 
they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there 
are many parts, but one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, 
“I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t 
need you!” 22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are 
less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that 
are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24while our 
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put 
the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked 
it, 25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its 
parts should have equal concern for each other. 26If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part 
rejoices with it. 27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one 

of you is a part of it. 28And God has placed in the church first of 
all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then 
gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of 
tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do 
all work miracles? 30Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all interpret? 31Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 
And yet I will show you the most excellent way.  
1 Corinthians 12:12-31

II. YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD IS FIRST.
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing.” John 15:5
Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do 
nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His Father doing, 
because whatever the Father does the Son also does.” John 5:19
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest 
commandment.” Matthew 22:37-38
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; Galatians 5:22-23

III. PARENTING IS A LEARNED SKILL.
Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed. 
Proverbs 15:22
Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who 
understands obtain guidance… Proverbs 1:5
An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks 
knowledge. Proverbs 18:15  

IV.  FOCUS ON THE HEART OF YOUR CHILD.
A. Behavior is from the heart.

Above all else, guard your heart… Proverbs 4:23

“For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts 
come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22greed, malice, 
deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23All these 
evils come from inside and defile a person.” Mark 7:21-23

“A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his 
heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up 
in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”  
Luke 6:45

B. Relationship is connecting with the heart.

Rules – Relationship = Rebellion

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2Honor 
your father and mother (this is the first commandment with a 
promise), 3that it may go well with you and that you may live 
long in the land. 4Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, 
but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 
Ephesians 6:1-4



Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become 
discouraged. Colossians 3:21

In your anger do not sin: Don’t let the sun go down while you are 
still angry, 27and do not give the devil a foothold. Ephesians 4:26-27

V. MISTAKES WILL HAPPEN.
We all stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at fault in what they 
say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in check. James 3:2
For though the righteous fall seven times, they rise again… 
Proverbs 24:16

VI. FORGET ABOUT THE JONESES.
For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant 
of Christ. Galatians 1:10
The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is safe. 
Proverbs 29:25
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