
I. An Introduction To The Church
A. There is a divine power that happens when the Church gathers. 

Gathering is a great privilege we have in our country, other 
countries have more obstacles than those who live in the United 
States, yet it’s something most of us take for granted. We the 
people of God, are built up and strengthened when we come 
together.
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another… Hebrews   10:24-25   ESV    

B. The great commission is Jesus’s final instruction to believers. It is a 
template for us to live by; we are to advance the gospel by making 
new disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to Me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” Matthew   28:18-20   ESV      

C. “behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Jesus gives 
this promise at the end of the great commission. He will help the 
Church accomplish this task of making disciples and building the 
Church.

D. Jesus is the head of the Church. (Colossians 1:18) Not only is Christ 
the head of the Church, but He is the one who builds it.
“and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.” Matthew   16:18   ESV    

II. Values Of The Early Church 
A. This verse in Acts 2 shows us a few things that were important to 

the early Church.This helps us understand the role and what the 
apostles set in place for the Church.
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.” Acts   2:42   ESV        
1. “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching” Much 

like today, they had a high value on the teaching the word 
of God. Biblical teaching is a foundation for the church and 
believers. 

2. “Breaking of bread” They took the Lord’s Supper together 
and had meals together. Jesus modeled to his disciples that 
“fellowship happens around tables” this is a critical point to the 
early Church.

3. “Prayer” We see earlier in Acts 2 they came together for a 
prayer meeting and the Holy Spirit fell. They had frequent or 
daily prayer meetings. The early Church was a people of prayer.

III.  The Church Cares & Loves Others
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: 
to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world. James   1:27   ESV    
A. An essential part of the Church is loving and helping those in need. 

Believers are to be the most giving and loving people in society. 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just 
as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all 
people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” John   13:34-35   ESV  

  B. Our love for those around us should show that we are disciples of 
Jesus. Life is more than caring for yourself; we have a duty as the 
Church to care for and love others. 

C. Jesus gives two commandments in Matthew 22 that should be our 
aim. The overflow of the first commandment is to love others as we 
love ourselves. 
And He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38This is the 
great and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew   22:37-39   ESV   

IV. The Church Is Salt & Light
“You are the salt of the earth.… “You are the light of the world. A city 
set on a hill cannot be hidden.” Matthew   5:13-14   ESV            
A. We are to preserve the earth by showing what His Justice and 

Righteousness are, all while standing for truth.
B. We are light in a dark world. Us being God’s people should 

reveal the truth and do works of justice to show unbelievers His 
character.

Salt is a preservative and it causes food to taste better. God’s 
people are to function spiritually as salt that hinders decay 
in a sinful society and makes people thirsty for Jesus. Before 
refrigeration was invented, salt was rubbed into meat to 
prevent it from decaying. Light exposes darkness and gives 
direction. God’s people are to reveal the truth about Jesus by 
our words and deeds to a world filled with darkness.  
– Mike Bickle

V. The End-Time Church
A. The end-times are seen as a time where the church is 

disconnected or out of the picture completely but in fact, it’s the 
Church’s greatest hour. 
1. Increased Understanding And Blessing To Understand 

The Times – The Church will have an increased measure of 
understanding about Jesus’s return, and we are blessed when 
we read things that have to do with His return. (Isaiah 62:10-12; 
Jeremiah 23:20, Daniel 11:33; 12:10; Revelation 1:3; 13:8; 17:9) 
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2. The Church will be made mature – Jesus is and will continue 
to purify the Church until His return. (Ephesians   5:25-27; 
Revelation 19:7-8) 

3. End-time Revival – In great evil and darkness around the 
earth, the Church will have revival. (Isaiah 60:1-3; Acts 2:17-20)

4. The Salvation of Israel – The Church will be in a mature state; 
out of that, Israel will be made jealous and come into their 
salvation. (Jeremiah 31:7; Acts 3:19-21; Romans 11:11; 25-27)

5. Unity In The Church – We will see unity like no other time in 
the history of the Church. Out of that place, we will see the 
Church and Spirit lift a cry saying “Come Lord Jesus” (John 
17:22-23; Ephesians 4:1-6;  5:25-27; Revelation 19:7-8; 22:17)
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her, that He might sanctify her, having cleansed 
her by the washing of water with the word, so that He might 
present the church to Himself in splendor, without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 
blemish. Ephesians   5:25-27   ESV    

B. Jesus loves His Church; He will lead and guide us into maturity in 
all things. While He unifies us, we are to pray and pursue unity.




