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MATTHEW 26-27 – BETRAYAL & CRUCIFIXION OF 
JESUS CHRIST  

I. The Betrayal Of Jesus
A. Judas one of the twelve disciples, betrayed Jesus. This was a 

fulfillment of two OT prophecies (Psalm 41:9; Zachariah 11:12-13). 
The prophecy given in Zachariah even gives the amount of silver 
Judas would take for betraying Jesus. 
Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the 
chief priests 15and said, “What will you give me if I deliver Him over to 
you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver  . Matthew   26:14-15    (ESV)     

                 B. A man who walked with Jesus in friendship and saw Him every day 
for three years still traded that relationship and all he had with Him 
for “thirty pieces of silver.” What in your life or heart might lead 
you to make the same trade today? 

C. While Jesus was on the earth, He stirred up controversy among 
religious and government leaders. He faced a lot of opposition. 
(Matthew 12:14, 21:45-46) Thus the leaders of that day plotted to 
arrest Him and kill Him.

D. Jesus being hated without cause was another OT prophecy 
that was fulfilled. (OT prophesy Psalm 69:4 – NT fulfillment 
John 15:24-25)

E. Jesus was aware of their plotting and knew He would be killed.  
He predicted it three times in the gospels: 

 First account – (Matthew 16-21-23; Mark 8:31-32, and 
Luke 9:21-22)

 Second account – (Matthew 17:22-23; Mark 9:30-32, and 
Luke 9:43-45)

 Third account – (Matthew 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34, and 
Luke 18:31-34)

F. Just before Jesus was arrested, He celebrated Passover (A feast in 
Jewish culture that commemorates when God freed the Israelites 
from slavery in Egypt.) He gathered His disciples for a traditional 
Passover meal. Three major events happen at that celebration: 
1. Jesus reveals that Judas is the one who will betray Him.  

(Matthew 26:17-25)
2. Jesus demonstrates communion. (Matthew 26:26-30)
3. Jesus predicts Peter’s denial. (Matthew 26:31-35)  

(The story of Peter’s denial can be found in Matthew 26:69-74.)
Then He said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; 
remain here, and watch with Me.” 39And going a little farther He fell 
on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”  
Matthew   26:38-39    (ESV )   

      G.  After the Passover celebration, Jesus went to the garden to pray 
He had Peter, James, and John with Him. This moment is one of 
sorrow and prayer, Jesus knew His crucifixion was near.

II.  The Arrest Of Jesus
Then He came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your 
rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed 
into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us be going; see, My betrayer is at 
hand.” Matthew   26:45-46  (  ESV)         
A. After this moment in the garden Judas leads a group of soldiers to 

the garden, to carry forth his betrayal of Jesus. (Matthew 26:47-51)
B. We see one of the disciples draw his sword and cut off a soldier’s 

ear in the raw emotion of the moment. Jesus answered with a 
rebuke and gives assurance that His crucifixion must occur to fulfill 
the OT prophecies about His death. (Matthew 26:52-56)
“But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be 
so?” 56“But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the 
prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left Him and 
fled.”  Matthew   26:54,56   (  ESV  )  

      C. Jesus is taken into custody by the soldiers and brought before 
the leaders and elders of the day. The trial against Jesus begins 
with many false witnesses and testimonies, which were all found 
untrue. After all is said and done, they call Him guilty and worthy 
of death. (Matthew 26:57-67)

D. In the midst of this false trial, Jesus reminds all of the power of God. 
Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will 
see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of power and coming on 
the clouds of heaven.” Matthew   26:64    (ESV       )   

III. The Crucifixion Of Jesus Christ
A. What is Crucifixion? Crucifixion is a method of punishment in 

which the victim is tied or nailed to a large wooden cross or 
beam and left to hang until eventual death from exhaustion and 
asphyxiation. It was a way the Roman’s dealt with criminals in the 
day of Jesus. 

B. There were many things before and during the crucifixion of Jesus 
that were actually OT prophecies being fulfilled: 
1. Jesus would be crucified with criminals. (OT prophesy Isaiah 

53:12 – NT fulfillment Matthew 27:38)
2. Jesus’s garments would be gambled for. (OT prophesy Psalm 

22:18 – NT fulfillment Matthew 27:35-36)
3. Jesus would be mocked and ridiculed. (OT prophesy 

Psalm 22:7-8 – NT fulfillment Matthew 27:27-31)
4. They would give Him vinegar to drink. (OT prophesy Psalm 69:21 

– NT fulfillment Matthew 27:34)
5. Jesus would have His side pierced. (OT prophesy Zachariah 

12:10 – NT fulfillment John 19:37)
6. Jesus would not have any broken bones. (OT prophesy Exodus 

12:46, Psalm 34:20 – NT fulfillment John 19:33-36)
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C. All of these are examples of God being faithful to His Word, we can 
have great confidence in who God is, who God was, and what God 
will do.

D. Why would Jesus endure all this pain, sorrow, and suffering?  
He did it for you. He has great love for us and desires a 
relationship with you.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
17For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.” 
John   3:16-17    (ESV        )   




