
I. God Introduces The Law
A. Throughout the Exodus of Egypt, God was delivering a people for 

His own possession. He wanted a people who would be His and 
who would follow Him in love and obedience through a covenantal 
relationship. As God delivered Israel through signs and wonders in 
Egypt, He was flexing His arm and “winning their hearts.” We can 
see this moment in history as the “engagement” between Israel 
and the Lord God. God fought to have them as His people, and 
they said yes. 
“For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your 
God has chosen you to be a people for His treasured possession, 
out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.” 
Deuteronomy 7:6 ESV

B. As God brought the Israelites out of Egypt, in Exodus, He brings 
them to Mount Sinai. At Mount Sinai, the Lord God came down on 
the mountain to meet with Moses and the people of Israel. This 
meeting is seen as the marriage ceremony. In every marriage 
ceremony, vows are given. These vows are promises made to 
live a certain way toward one another. The ten commandments 
represent the vows that God was asking Israel to make towards 
Him (see Exodus 19:7-21).
“You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how 
I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. 5Now 
therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, 
you shall be My treasured possession among all the peoples, for all 
the earth is Mine; 6and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation…” Exodus 19:4-6 ESV

C. God not only introduced the Law for His people to willingly follow 
and obey Him in love but also to set them apart from the people 
and cultures they would be encountering in the land of Canaan. 
God wanted a people who lived differently from everyone else. 
1. God gave the Israelites 613 laws, all of which called them to live 

differently than the inhabitants of Canaan. These laws were 
very specific, and when followed, it set the people of Israel 
apart from the rest of the world. 

II. The Ten Commandments
A. The Ten Commandments were the first laws given to Israel. These 

Ten Commandments sum up all 613 laws in the Old Testament. 
We as Christians are called to obey these commandments. We 
can look at these ten commandments as Gods guide on how to 
live. Living out and obeying these commandments will cause us to 
experience the most fulfilling life. 

B. God giving us the Ten Commandments was a very loving act. 
It’s Him saying, “I love you, and I want you to love Me and to 
experience the fulfillment of walking in relationship with Me.” 

C. The Ten Commandments found in Exodus 20 are as follows: 
1. “You shall have no other gods before Me.” God must always 

take first place in our lives.
2. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 

earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You 
shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord 
your God am a jealous God.” We are commanded to worship 
the Creator, not the created. 

3. “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name 
in vain.” – This relates to not use Gods name in making an oath 
or using His name in a disconnected way from who He is. (ex. 
My god, Jesus Christ, etc.) 

4. “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you 
shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the Lord your God…” God commands us to take 
time to rest in His presence.

5. “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may 
be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.” 
We are commanded to love and honor our parents through our 
speech and actions.

6. “You shall not murder.” We must not kill or live in a violent 
way towards others. 

7. “You shall not commit adultery.” We are commanded to live 
sexually pure lifestyles.

8. “You shall not steal.” Stealing is sin in God’s eyes. 
9. “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” 

We must not lie about, gossip, or slander our friends, family, 
co-workers, etc. 

10. “You shall not covet your neighbor.” Coveting other people 
and their possessions is sin. This can be seen as obsessing 
over someone or their possessions, longing to be like them or 
have what they have in a sinful way. 

III. Why We Need A Savior
A. Throughout the Old Testament and New Testament, we see time 

and time again that the Israelites were unable to keep God’s 
commandments perfectly. It is impossible for any human to keep 
all of God’s commandments perfectly. Scripture also tells us 
that the punishment for sin is physical death and eternal death. 
Therefore, if we’ve ever lied, stolen, cheated, or dishonored our 
parents, we deserve eternal punishment in hell. 
The wage of sin is death… Romans 6:23 ESV
But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for 
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, 
their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which 
is the second death. Revelation 21:8 ESV

B. Revelation 21:8 describes every single one of us to some degree. We 
are all deserving of eternal punishment because none of us are good. 
We are sinful people who do good things, but only God is good. 
And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good 
except God alone.” Mark 10:18
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C. It was never God’s desire to see us go to hell. Hell was not created 
for humans, only for satan and his angels. However, if we live this 
life apart from God, in habitual and unrepentant sin, then we will 
have to pay the punishment of sin and spend eternity separated 
from God forever in hell. 

D. Every human needs a Savior to save them from the power of sin 
and the punishment of sin. 

IV. Practical Application
A. God gives us His holy law, the Ten Commandments, and the 

teachings of Jesus so that we are set apart from the world. For 
those of us who are Christians, we want to firstly agree with God 
that His laws and commandments are good, and secondly, we 
want to fully strive to obey Him in all things. Our obedience to Him 
is proof of our salvation and proof of our love for Him.
Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, 
and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make 
Our home with him.” John 14:23 ESV 
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