
There are three things which are too wonderful for me,  
Yes, four which I do not understand: 
The way of an eagle in the air, 
The way of a serpent on a rock, 
The way of a ship in the midst of the sea, 
And the way of a man with a virgin. Proverbs 30:18–19

Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor 
to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered. 1 Peter 3:7

I. MARRIAGE WAS NOT CREATED TO
A. Make us unconditionally happy

We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves. 2Let each of us please his 
neighbor for his good, leading to edification. Romans 15:1,2
Where does happiness come from?

• Having the Lord (Psalm 144:15)
• Finding wisdom (Proverbs 3:13)
• Being corrected by God (Job 5:17)
• Being merciful to the poor (Proverbs 14:21)
• Having a clean conscience (Romans 14:22)
• Being married (Deuteronomy 24:5)

B. Make life here heaven on earth
“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.” John 16:33
Love suffers long and is kind... 1 Corinthians 13:4
A foolish son is the ruin of his father, and the contentions of a 
wife are a continual dripping. Proverbs 19:13
A continual dripping on a very rainy day and a contentious 
woman are alike; 16 whoever restrains her restrains the wind, 
and grasps oil with his right hand. Proverbs 27:15,16
But even if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin 
marries, she has not sinned. Nevertheless such will have 
trouble in the flesh, but I would spare you. 1 Corinthians 7:28

II. MARRIAGE WAS CREATED TO
A. Glorify God & demonstrate the gospel

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For 
the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the 
Church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24Therefore, just as 
the Church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own 
husbands in everything. 25Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26that 
He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water 
by the word, 27that He might present her to Himself a glorious 

church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that 
she should be holy and without blemish. 28So husbands ought 
to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his 
wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but 
nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 
30For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His 
bones. 31“For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.” 32This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church. 33Nevertheless let each one of you in 
particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see 
that she respects her husband. Ephesians 5:22–33

B. Help us grow into the image of Christ
And we know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose. 29For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. Romans 8:28–29
22...that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old 
man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 
23and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24and that you 
put on the new man which was created according to God, in 
true righteousness and holiness. 25Therefore, putting away 
lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,” 
for we are members of one another. 26“Be angry, and do not 
sin;” do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27nor give 
place to the devil. 28Let him who stole steal no longer, but 
rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, 
that he may have something to give him who has need. 
29Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what 
is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace 
to the hearers. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by 
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Let all 
bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put 
away from you, with all malice. 32And be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ 
forgave you. Ephesians 4:20–32 

C. Bring us pleasure (Ecclesiastes 9:9; 
1 Corinthians 7:32–34)
Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice with the wife of your 
youth. 19As a loving deer and a graceful doe, let her breasts 
satisfy you at all times; and always be enraptured with her 
love. Proverbs 5:18–19
Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your 
vain life which He has given you under the sun, all your days 
of vanity; for that is your portion in life, and in the labor which 
you perform under the sun. Ecclesiastes 9:9

★ Note that husbands are commanded to rejoice and to live 
joyfully with our wives. It is a choice! We don’t need to 
enslaved by our emotions; we tell them what to do!
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D. Provide a holy protection against temptation
Now concerning the things of which you wrote to me: It is 
good for a man not to touch a woman. 2Nevertheless, because 
of sexual immorality, let each man have his own wife, and let 
each woman have her own husband. 3Let the husband render 
to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife 
to her husband. 4The wife does not have authority over her 
own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband 
does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 
5Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, 
that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come 
together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of 
your lack of self-control. 1 Corinthians 7:1–5

E. Give us partnership
And the Lord God said, “It is not good that man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.” 
Genesis 2:18

F. Give us friendship
“His mouth is most sweet, yes, he is altogether lovely. This is 
my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem!” 
Song of Solomon 5:16

★ In his book, His Needs, Her Needs, Dr. Willard Harley says 
that one of a man’s five greatest needs from his wife is for 
her to be his recreational companion. He needs her to be 
his friend. Same-sex friendships are great, but they should 
never be a substitute for a spouse’s friendship.

G. Give us an environment where love and respect are 
the norm and are reciprocal
Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own 
wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 
husband. Ephesians 5:33 
But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound 
doctrine: 2that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, 
sound in faith, in love, in patience; 3the older women likewise, 
that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to 

much wine, teachers of good things— 4that they admonish the 
young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 
5to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their 
own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed. 
Titus 2:1-5
Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, 
giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as 
being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may 
not be hindered. 1 Peter 3:7 

H. Produce children
So God created mankind in His own image, in the image of 
God He created them; male and female He created them. 
28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the 
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.” Genesis 1:27,28
“As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the 
earth and increase upon it.” Genesis 9:7
Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are children born in 
one’s youth. 5Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. 
Psalm 127:4,5

I. Raise children
Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake 
your mother’s teaching. 9They are a garland to grace your 
head and a chain to adorn your neck. They will not be put to 
shame when they contend with their opponents in court.  
Proverbs 1:8,9
My son, keep your father’s command, and do not forsake the 
law of your mother. Proverbs 6:20
Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old 
he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6
Proverbs 6:20; Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21; Hebrews 12:9; 
Deuteronomy 6:20-25 
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