
CIVIC  
E N G A G E M E N T



OUR PURPOSE 
God has called the church to be salt and light to a dark and dying 
world. In the modern era, we can see what happens when the church 
fails to meet that call. We get a culture filled with haughtiness, fear, 
perversion, and outrage; a culture where condemnation, vengeful-
ness, and despair are the norm. Now more than ever, people are 
DESPERATE for truth, hope and meaning. As the Church, we have 
the most inspiring, hope-filled and life-giving truth in existence. But 
often we’re just not showing it. 

The purpose of the Civic Engagement Ministry is to reverse the 
trend of the Church to stay separate and silent from the world. We 
want to get off the bench and into the game, encouraging Christ 
followers to actively engage the culture and empowering them to 
have a real impact. It’s up to us to show the world what it looks like 
when godly men and women stand up and take ownership in the 
workings of our government and society. 

OUR PLAN 
In order to successfully combat the lies we need to tell the truth, 
and tell it loudly. We want to equip people to make informed, moral 
choices about the policies and candidates they support, and most im-
portantly, encourage God-fearing people to run in our school boards 
and local elections. To this end, we are forming four teams, each 
zeroing in on a vital area of civic engagement: Schools, Elections, 
Research and Inspiration. Each team will focus in and really go after 
the needs in their specific arena. As you read through this booklet 
to learn more about the goals and activities of each team, consider 
which area God is calling you toward. We invite you to pick a team 
and come on board. Now is the time for the church to mobilize!

Visit gracstl.org/civic-engagement to get started!

Clarissa Richee 
Civic Engagement Lead  
crichee@gracestl.org

You are the light of the world... 

Let your light so shine before men, 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father  

who is in heaven.  

M A T T H E W  5 : 1 4 ,  1 6



S C H O O L  B O A R D
Little is more important than our next generation. Our responsibility 
as parents and community members is to train up our children 
in the way they should go, being careful not to lead them into 
sin. Instead of letting the secular world take the lead, we want 
to be forerunners, spreading truth and halting the lies currently 
disseminated in many school districts today.

The purpose of the School Board Team is to help the Church  
re-engage in the arena of education. We will focus exclusively on 
facilitating action regarding school boards, including keeping 
track of curriculum and school board meetings in St. Louis & St. 
Charles school districts, encouraging godly candidates to run for 
office, and offering support to those who do run. We want to make 
and maintain a noticeable investment and a constant presence in 
schools, including showing up to board meetings, writing letters, 
and working to remove pornographic or sexually perverse materials 
from school libraries.

This team will also network with other organizations seeking to 
promote parental and community involvement in schools. We will 
provide resources for parents to stay informed and contribute to 
the shaping school policies, as well as encourage good curriculum 
and challenge divisive narratives, such as CRT. If you have kids and 
are invested in the next generation or if you simply want to stand 
against the mis-education of children in public schools, this is the 
ministry for you!

For more info contact:  
Peggy Welker & Theresa Collins 
Grace_Engaged_Educated@protonmail.com



E L E C T I O N S  T E A M
One of the issues we see in our current government is the absences 
of godly leadership and godly values. We have seen what happens 
to our society when the Church fails to lead; we get a government 
rampant with greed, self-interest, and corruption. We want to make 
a concerted effort to get true Christ followers back at the forefront, 
guiding the community with policies that truly consider what’s best 
for the people, not the law makers. The Elections Team will aim to 
meet these issues head on by going out into the community to make 
a real impact!

This team will focus on a variety of issues, including identifying 
and supporting godly candidates in their run for office, mobilizing 
volunteers and conducting registration events to help get people reg-
istered to vote. We’ll keep track of ongoing and upcoming elections 
and help identify candidates’ voting histories regarding vital issues. 
We’ll become versed in Missouri’s election process and work to 
build relationships with local and state representatives.

The Elections Team will also work closely with the Research Team 
to share and disseminate information the community and attend/
host events to build connections with other organizations looking to 
make a real difference in our city and state. 

If you would like to be on the ground, at the front lines, directly 
influencing change in our government, the Elections Team is for you!

For more info contact:  
Shannon Cox 
shannonlatrisha@gmail.com



R E S E A R C H  T E A M
One of the biggest struggles in our current culture involves the 
search for the truth. This search can become extremely difficult 
when media outlets suppress any side of the story that does not line 
up with their approved narrative. We want to be part of the solution 
by offering information and resources to the congregation that are 
organized, clear, verifiable, and easy to access.

The Research Team will meet this need by helping to build an online 
Info-Hub on the Grace website. This will be a place for people to 
learn about what’s really going on in our city, culture and govern-
ment.  Here they’ll be able to keep up on the latest news regarding 
local and state elections, new or proposed legislation, school news 
& board elections, masks & vaccination, and much more. This will 
also be a place to seek out or share community resources, such as 
alternate schooling options for kids or direction on how to apply for 
a religious exemption. 

In addition, the Research Team will take the lead in helping to 
arrange classes and seminars for those wishing to learn more about 
civic-engagement-based topics, such as CRT, American civics, Marx-
ism, health resources and more. This team will need to work closely 
with other teams and create a system to collect and sort the informa-
tion. If you have talents in research, strong organizational skills, or 
just a heart to dive in and uncover the truth, we need you!

 

For more info contact: 
Meghan Williams & Jennifer Barker 
GraceResearchTeam@gmail.com



I N S P I R A T I O N  T E A M
We know that the love of Christ, not the government, is the answer 
to all of our culture’s pains and struggles. In this ever-growing at-
mosphere of fear, division and outrage, it’s easy to be overwhelmed 
by the negative perspective. Yet, the Bible often reminds us to look 
toward the goal and the victory we have in Jesus, not the danger 
around us. Rather than inciting people to become blinded by an-
ger or driven by fear—which furthers hatred, demoralization and 
division—we want to encourage positive action to help the weak, 
sick, marginalized, or suffering, in a way that promotes real healing, 
hope, empowerment and success! 

In order to do that, the Inspiration Team will focus on shining the 
light of Christ, by highlighting the amazing impact already happen-
ing through the Church and encouraging others to join in and be the 
solution God has called us to be. We’ll conduct interviews, take pho-
tographs and collect and share the stories and testimonies of Grace’s 
various ministries and affiliates, both those involved volunteering 
and those benefiting from it. This team may also work with Grace’s 
worship arts team to shoot video to be shared on the Grace website 
or shown during weekend services. Together, we want to show the 
world what real unity, love, and support looks like and inspire those 
who are passionate about true justice, and hope to do the same.

The Inspiration Team will aim to produce at least one editorial a 
month. We’re looking for writers, journalists and powerful story 
tellers, as well as photographers and those with some skill in video 
editing. If this sounds like you, or if you simply love to inspire oth-
ers toward good works, we’d love for you to join us!

For more info contact: 
Kim St. Onge 
kimberlystonge@gmail.com 



2695 Creve Coeur Mill Road
Maryland Heights, MO 63043

314.292.8300 
GraceSTL.org/Civic-Engagement


