
THE CERTAINTY OF THE SECOND COMING PART 2  
ACCORDING TO PAUL      

 

PAUL’S TEACHING ON THE 2ND COMING (1 THESSALONIANS 4-5) 
 
we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, 
who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in Him. According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until 
the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down 
from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 1 Thessalonians 17-4:13   

1. the Lord Himself will come down from heaven. Here Paul teaches the same idea we find in other 
passages about the certainty of Jesus coming back to the earth in bodily form.  

“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into 
heaven, but someday He will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!” Acts 1:11  

the Son of Man will appear in heaven and all the tribes of the earth will mourn and they will see the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory Matthew 24:30   
 
everyone will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds with great power and glory. Mark 13:26  

2. with the trumpet call of God The trumpet throughout the Scriptures was used by God to announce or 
introduce. This same trumpet can be found in the gospels and again in Revelation.  

And He will send out His angels with the mighty blast of a trumpet, and they will gather His chosen ones from all over 
the world—from the farthest ends of the earth and heaven. Matthew 24:31  

…when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. 
And we who are living will also be transformed. 1 Corinthians 15:52  

but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel (trumpet), when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would 
be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets. Revelation 10:7  

3. the dead in Christ will rise first This Day is anything but a secret. The lives of billions of believers that 
have died will show themselves alive with a resurrected body. This is a Day that God is showing off His 
power over death for He has conquered the grave. (Matthew 27:52-53 a foreshadow?)     

Don’t be so surprised! Indeed, the time is coming when all the dead in their graves will hear the voice of God’s Son, 
and they will rise again. John 5:28  

4. we who are still alive and are left on the earth will be caught up Paul instructs us in another passage 
what happens to our bodies as we are raptured or “caught up”.  

we shall not all die, but we shall be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound and the dead will be raised and we (who are still alive) shall be changed. 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 
 

Notice the “twinkling of an eye” is speaking of how quick our bodies will transform and NOT how quick 
the whole event of the Lord’s return will happen. The same principle applies to Matthew 24:27.   



PAUL’S TEACHING ON RETURN OF JESUS                  

 

Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don’t really need to write you. For you 
know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. When people are 
saying, “Everything is peaceful and secure,” then disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor 
pains begin. And there will be no escape. But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and 
you won’t be surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. For you are all children of the light and of the day; 
we don’t belong to darkness and night. So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be clearheaded. 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 

1. like a thief in the night This Day will only come upon you as a thief in the night IF you’re not 
looking for it and ready for it. Paul states clearly that believers have the truth and are not in the 
darkness concerning this Day. Therefore this Day should NOT overtake you in surprise.  

Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. Don’t let that 
day catch you unaware, like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on the earth. Keep alert at all times. 
And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man. Luke 21:34-
36 

2. Everything is peaceful and secure This is the same warning Jesus gave when comparing His 
coming to the days of Noah:  

When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day. In those days before the flood, the people were enjoying 
banquets and parties and weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat. People didn’t realize what was going 
to happen until the flood came and swept them all away. That is the way it will be when the Son of Man comes. “Two 
men will be working together in the field; one will be taken (in the flood), the other left. Two women will be grinding 
flour at the mill; one will be taken (in the flood), the other left. Matthew 24:37-41  
 

PAUL’S TEACHING ON THE 2ND COMING (2 THESSALONIANS 2) 
 
Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him…Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, 
for that day will not come until the rebellion (falling away) occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man 
doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that 
he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 2 Thessalonians 4-2:1   

1. that day will not come until It’s clear that Paul is saying BEFORE Jesus returns these two things will 
happen first: a rebellion against God and the man of lawlessness revealed.    

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and 
doctrines of demons I Timothy 4:1  

for the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine but according to their own desires because they have 
itching ears they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth and be turned 
aside to fables. 2 Timothy 4:3-4 
 
And many will turn away from Me and betray and hate each other. And many false prophets will appear and will deceive 
many people. Sin will be rampant everywhere, and the love of many will grow cold. Matthew 24:10-12   
 
For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the 
elect. Matthew 24:24  



PAUL’S TEACHING ON RETURN OF JESUS                  

 

2. man of lawlessness is revealed This is the antichrist. He has many names in Scripture: man of sin, son of 
perdition, little horn, beast, antichrist.  

when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet 
Daniel—let the reader understand— For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world 
until now—and never to be equaled again. If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake 
of the elect those days will be shortened. Matthew 22-24:15, 21   
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