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I. Friendship with the World Kills our Spiritual Appetite for God 
 
You want what you don’t have (covetousness), so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what 
others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t have 
what you want because you don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your 
motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure. You adulterers! Don’t you realize that 
friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, 
you make yourself an enemy of God. James 4-4:2   

 
A. James defines “friendship with the world” as envy, covetousness and jealousy. These are all based 

on selfishness and pride… “you want only what will give you pleasure”.  
 
You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times. For people will love 
only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their 
parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. 2 Timothy 2-3:1   
 
Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you own. Luke 12:15   
 

B. Jesus’s command contradicts selfishness:  
 
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever 
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.” Matthew 16:24-25  

 
C. The ways of Jesus are about being “owned” or “bought” by God for a purpose opposite of focusing 

on self.  
 
God paid a high price for you, so don’t be enslaved by the world. 1 Corinthians 7:23  
 
Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God. Romans 1:1  
 
Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others 
better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of 
others. Philippians 4-2:3   

 
D. Why does friendship with the world “make” someone an enemy with God? It’s all about the heart. 

If our hearts are consumed with the pleasures and comfort of the world we will be at odds with 
God’s values. We will be “owned” or “ruled” by the world instead of God.  

 
So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves. The 
sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us 
desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each 
other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions…Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow 
the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives. Galatians 26-17, 25-5:16   
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II. Humble ourselves before God  

 
He gives grace generously. God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. So humble yourselves 
before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come close to God, and God will come close to you. 
Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the 
world…Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up in honor. James 4:6-8, 10  
 
“God blesses those who are poor in spirit and realize their need for Him…” Matthew 5:3  
 

A. Daniel’s example:  
 
But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s delicacies, 
nor with the wine which he drank... Daniel 1:8  

 
B. King Nebuchadnezzar’s goal with the young prisoners of war was to make them a “friend to the 

world” with comfort and pleasure. Within 3 years the king was convinced he could turn the young 
men into loyal disciples of Babylon.  
 

C. Daniel “purposed” in his heart to not defile himself. He humbled himself before God with a form of 
fasting and prayer (for 3 years). This was more than the kind of foods at the king’s table…this was 
also about not being hooked (addicted) by the world’s comfort and pleasure…not becoming a 
“friend of the world” as James writes it.     

 
D. He gives great grace when we humble ourselves before God. Daniel did this by fasting from the 

luxurious food and comfort from the king’s palace. He committed to only eat vegetables and drink 
water for THREE YEARS! How would God respond to Daniel?  

 
God gave these four young men an unusual aptitude for understanding every aspect of literature and 
wisdom. And God gave Daniel the special ability to interpret the meanings of visions and dreams. When the 
training period ordered by the king was completed (3 years), the chief of staff brought all the young men to 
King Nebuchadnezzar. The king talked with them, and no one impressed him as much as Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah…Whenever the king consulted them in any matter requiring wisdom and balanced 
judgment, he found them ten times more capable than any of the magicians and enchanters in his entire 
kingdom. Daniel 20-1:17   

 
III. Jesus will certainly come  
 

Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s return. Consider the farmers who patiently 
wait for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They eagerly look for the valuable harvest to ripen. You, too, 
must be patient. Take courage, for the coming of the Lord is near. James 5:7-8   
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Most importantly, I want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will come, mocking the truth and 
following their own desires. They will say, “What happened to the promise that Jesus is coming again? From 
before the times of our ancestors, everything has remained the same since the world was first created.”  
2 Peter 4-3:3   
 
And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for us when the Lord Jesus appears 
from heaven. He will come with His mighty angels. 2 Thessalonians 1:7  
 
For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their graves. 
Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. So encourage each other with these words.   
1 Thessalonians 18-4:16   
 

IV. Always Pray  
 
Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray. Are any of you happy? You should sing praises. Are any 
of you sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come and pray over you, anointing you with oil in 
the name of the Lord. James 14-5:13   

A. Prayer is simply talking to God. The Bible and the Holy Spirit guide us in what and how to talk to 
Him.  

R.A. Torrey – Prayer is the key that unlocks all the storehouses of God’s infinite grace and power. All that God is, 
and all that God has, is at the disposal of prayer. 

Andrew Murray – God rules the world and His Church through the prayers of His people. That God should have 
made the extension of His Kingdom to such a large extent dependent on the faithfulness of His people and 
prayer is a stupendous mystery and yet an absolute certainty. 

B. Why does God want us to pray?  

1. To CONNECT with His heart and build relationship with Him. 
2. To RELEASE His power and wisdom in our lives.  
3. To FUEL the Great Cause of making disciples (over time we love who we pray for).   
4. To CHANGE the spiritual atmosphere of our nation, city, workplace, school, 

neighborhood and family.  

C. Where to begin? Start by learning and praying the prayers in the New Testament. Here’s a start: 
Matthew 6:9-13, Ephesians 1:15-19, Ephesians 3:14-19, Colossians 1:9-11  

 
 
 
 


