
BOOK OF JAMES PART 3 (CHAPTER ONE CONTINUED) – WES MARTIN  

 

I. FATHER OF LIGHTS – 1: 17-18 
 
Every gift God freely gives us is good and perfect, streaming down from the Father of lights, who shines from 
the heavens with no hidden shadow or darkness and is never subject to change. God was delighted to give us 
birth by the truth of his infallible Word so that we would fulfill his chosen destiny…James 1:17-18  

A. These verses give us understanding of the Father’s plan to save us. It’s no mistake they come 
just after the explanation of how sin seeks to deceive and destroy us.  

B. The “Father-heart” of God is the primary revelation that Jesus brought to us. James is now 
seeing this truth with great clarity and is very aware of how critical this revelation is.  

1. He’s generous (James 1:5, 17).   

If you, imperfect as you are, know how to lovingly take care of your children and give them what’s best, how 
much more ready is your heavenly Father to give wonderful gifts to those who ask him? Matthew 7:11  
 
For this is how much God loved the world—he gave his one and only, unique Son as a gift. So now everyone 
who believes in him will never perish but experience everlasting life. John 3:16  
 
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has 
given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness… II Peter 3-1:2   

2. He is LIGHT Himself. 

This is the life-giving message we heard him share and it’s still ringing in our ears. We now repeat his words 
to you: God is pure light. You will never find even a trace of darkness in him. 1 John 1:5  

 
The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. John 5-1:4   
 
Jesus took Peter, James and John, and hiked up a high mountain to be alone. Then Jesus’ appearance was 
dramatically altered. A radiant light as bright as the sun poured from his face. And his clothing became 
luminescent—dazzling like lightning. Matthew 2-17:1   

3. Creator and Originator of the light of mankind: the part of man which is made in the 
image of God. We are men and women of light. We shine as He gives us ability. 

your life was full of sin’s darkness, but now you have the very light of our Lord shining through you because 
of your union with him. Your mission is to live as children flooded with his revelation-light Ephesians 5:8  

You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden…let your good deeds shine out 
for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. Matthew 16, 5:14   
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4. Never subject to change: consistent, constant – the anchor of the ages and constant of 
the universe. He is always faithful and we can trust in his steady loving embrace. He is 
the solid rock, our fortress, our strong tower. 

Jesus, the Anointed One, is always the same—yesterday, today, and forever. Hebrews 13:8  

You’re as real to me as bedrock beneath my feet, like a castle on a cliff, my forever firm fortress, my 
mountain of hiding, my pathway of escape, my tower of rescue where none can reach me. My secret 
strength and shield around me, you are salvation’s ray of brightness shining on the hillside, always the 
champion of my cause. Psalms 3-18:1  
 
He alone is my safe place; his wrap-around presence always protects me. For he is my champion defender; 
there’s no risk of failure with God. Psalms 62:2  

II. THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY – 1:19-27  

But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer 
of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. James 1:25  

A. James was speaking of a higher law that ignites us to live holy, pure, and righteous because love 
for Jesus is burning in the heart. We seek to obey God because of love, not duty.  

B. This “law of liberty” would cause great impact in the world as it grows the fruits of 
righteousness within us.  

C. Jeremiah spoke of a day when God’s Word (law) would be written on their hearts and minds. 

Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant…I will put My law in their 
minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. Jeremiah 31: 31-33 
 
They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on the road and explained the 
Scriptures to us? Luke 24:32  

III. APPLYING THE LAW OF LIBERTY  

A. Speaking vs. Hearing 

Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get 
angry. Human anger does not produce the righteousness God desires. James 20-1:19   

1. Be quick to hear, listen, get clarity on what you hear. Be slow to speak or respond. There 
is a connection between the heart and the mouth.  

The tongue can bring death or life; those who love to talk will reap the consequences. Proverbs 18:21  

B. Resist sin and Absorb (believe) His Word  
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So this is why we abandon everything morally impure and all forms of wicked conduct. Instead, with a 
sensitive spirit we absorb God’s Word, which has been implanted within our nature, for the Word of Life has 
power to continually deliver us. James 1:21  

Thank God! Once you were slaves of sin, but now you wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you. 
Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to righteous living. Romans 18-6:17  

Now, if anyone is enfolded into Christ, he has become an entirely new person. All that is related to the old 
order has vanished. Behold, everything is fresh and new. 2 Corinthians 5:17  

C. Doers of the Word  

be doers of the word, and not hearers only…if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a 
man observing his natural face in a mirror; goes away, and forgets what kind of man he was. James 24-1:22   

1. A doer of the Word is set on being fruitful.  

that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in 
the knowledge of God Colossians 1:10  

The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and produce a 
harvest (fruitfulness) of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted! Matthew 13:23  

Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For 
apart from me you can do nothing. When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings 
great glory to my Father. John 15:5, 8  

D. The Mirror:  

The mirror is to show me the likeness and image I carry with God on the inside. It shows me who I am, a child 
of God. It tells me of my value to Him. It also shows me what I am capable of without God. It shows me my 
history of sinful desires and lusts. It shows me my humanity and my need of mercy. – Dale Anderson  

E. Say it Again – the tongue and pure religion deeply connected 

If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your religion is 
worthless. Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring for orphans and widows in 
their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you. James 27-1:26   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


