THEOLOGICAL BELIEFS & EXPECTATIONS OF LEADERS
To facilitate life-giving ministry and to provide security for the group members and unity in the church, it’s important to have unity on the essentials and tolerance on the “debatables.”

THE ESSENTIALS
(
OUR BASIC DOCTRINE
(
The Bible originated from God, so it is the inspired and unfailing Word of God.  It is the full and final authority on all matters of faith and practice.  There are no other writings similarly inspired by God.

(
Jesus Christ is truly God and man, being united forever with a human nature by the miraculous conception and virgin birth.  He lived a sinless life of perfect obedience to 
the Father and died on the cross as a sacrifice for the sins of all people.  He rose from 
the dead, returned to heaven and will come to earth again to complete God’s plan for the human race.

(
Salvation of mankind is the unifying theme of Scripture.  Originally created to know 
and love God, man chose to go his own way and his nature became corrupted with sin.  Baptism, good works, communion and prayer are all valuable parts of the Christian life, 
but only faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ can bring forgiveness of sin and relationship with God.

(
God is the Creator of all things, eternally existing in three persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit, each of whom possesses equally all the attributes of deity and characteristics of personality.

(
The Holy Spirit enlightens the minds of sinners and brings an awareness of their need of a Savior.  He lives in, guides, instructs and enables every believer for godly living and service.

(
The Church is composed of all believers and meets locally for worship, Bible teaching, prayer, fellowship, service through use of talents and gifts, and outreach to the world.  Every local church has the responsibility to govern its affairs with integrity and accountability.

(
Human Destiny is sealed by the death of every individual.  For all mankind there will be a resurrection of the body into the spiritual world and a judgment that will determine the fate of each individual — of the believer to everlasting joy with God, and of the unbeliever to everlasting, conscious punishment.

GRACE CHURCH MISSION AND VISION
Grace Church is a community of Christ followers, committed to: 
Grow, Reach, Act, Connect and Exalt.

Grow
Grow spiritually in our relationship with Christ.

Reach
Reach others in His name.

Act
Act out our commitment through giving and serving others.

Connect
Connect with others in small groups.

Exalt
Exalt God in a lifestyle of worship and prayer.

To be a leader at Grace you must be totally on board with this.

MORAL ISSUES
(
Holding to biblical standards, which are high for leadership, you cannot be practicing:

(
Abortion

(
Sexual Issues:  The Bible endorses sexual relations between one man and one woman in the context of marriage.  Everything else is against God’s guidelines and commands (i.e., homosexuality, extra-marital or pre-marital sex, pornography, etc.).

· Prejudice / Racism:  Contrary to biblical teaching and standards.

(
Many of our Leaders and volunteers work in industries such as, insurance, real estate, contractors, etc. It might be tempting to promote your business to individuals at the church. It is imperative that you do not promote a personal business or profit of any sort. This would be a violation of our position as a non-profit organization and could result in Grace Church losing it’s tax exempt status.

(
NOTE: For a more thorough understanding, please pick up Pastor Ron’s series on “Hot Topics.”

THE DEBATABLES

To be a leader at Grace, you must agree only to espouse the Church’s position on these matters if asked.  Even if you are not personally sure about them, answer, “Grace Church teaches …” and leave it at that.

(
Eternal Security:  Eternal salvation is secure for those who trust in Christ alone for their salvation. Each person has to know in their own heart if they have done that to have assurance.

(
Calvinism (Predestination) and Arminianism (Free Will):  God is in control and man 
has free will to choose. How all that works together is a mystery beyond our present understanding.

(
End Times:  Christ will return.  Only the Father knows the timeframe of His coming.  We are to be busy fulfilling the Great Commission until He returns.

(
Women in Ministry:  The church operates on the basis of spiritual gifts. If a person has the gift and the character, they do it, male or female.

(
Tongues:  Tongues is a biblical, valid expression of one the Holy Spirit’s graces, given to some. It is used mainly as a devotional, prayer gift.

(
Healing:  God uses both natural and supernatural means to heal today.  However, not everyone is healed of every illness in this lifetime.

It is all right to have different views on these topics.  God-loving, intelligent people have been debating them for hundreds of years.  WHAT IS NOT ACCEPTABLE IS A DIVISIVE OR DOMINEERING SPIRIT.  If asked about these topics / issues, as a Grace Church representative, a suitable answer could be, “There are different views, but Grace Church teaches …”


IF YOU CANNOT DO THIS, please have the integrity of heart not to take a leadership position at Grace.


IF YOU CAN DO THIS,  please follow the desires God puts in your heart for service to others here at Grace Church.

